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Book Noticet. 69 

If I mistake not, this attempt has led Mr. Jacobs astray in one or two instances 
and has brought down upon him the ire of such a man as Sir Eichard Burton. 

I would also call attention to the useful Analytical Table of Contents and 
Pedigree of the Bidpai Literature attached to the introduction. 

Eichard Gottheil, 

Columbia College. 



PEISER'S CONTRACT TABLETS.* 



The long and extremely interesting Assyrian historical inscriptions, with 
their vivid descriptions of murder and pillage, of siege and battle, have, up to 
this time, received more study than any other class of texts. Some of the more 
important have been repeatedly edited or translated or both. And this was 
natural. Here was ready-made history, which needed only the interpreter's skill 
to place it within ready control of our own historiographers, who were glad of the 
opportunity of reconstructing the story of forgotten empires and kingdoms. But 
these historical inscriptions, great and numerous though they are, are yet but a 
small portion of the vast Assyrian literature already recovered. And just as 
Green's History of the English People, with its brilliant pictures of the develop- 
ment of science, art and literature, is of a higher order of historical writing than 
many a previous story of that same land, which spoke only of kings and their 
wars, just so will there be a higher and better knowledge of Assyria when, to our 
acquaintance with the deeds of kings as recorded on historical inscriptions, there 
is added a knowledge of the daily life of the people. 

Fortunately we have rich sources of history outside the royal annals. "We 
have also an extensive religious literature, many treatises on medicine, and not to 
mention yet other sources, we have the so-called contract tablets, — the deeds of 
sale and transfer and loan, — which will give to us, when made accessible, a com- 
plete picture of the everyday life of the people. When these have been translated 
and published, there will be needed only the genius of a Green to give us a picture 
of Assyrian life and history more detailed and more accurate than has yet been 
written even of Greece ! 

Unfortunately, for us who would fain make haste in this process of history- 
writing, these contract tablets are difficult, usually difficult to decipher from the 
clay, almost always difficult to translate when deciphered. Because of their great 
present importance and still greater future importance, and because of the diffi- 
culty which they present to all workers, we heartily welcome every attempt to 



* Keilschriftliche Acten-Stuecke aus BabyloniSCHen Staedten. Von Steinen una 
Tafeln des Berliner Museums in Autographie, Transcription und TJebersetzung herausgegeben 
und oommentiert von Dr. P. E. Peiser. Nebst zwei Lichtdrucktafeln. Berlin : Wolf Peiser 
Tertag. 1889. 
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throw new light upon them, if- only the attempt be careful and even measurably 
successful. 

To this class certainly belongs Dr. Peiser's new book. In fact we will go 
further and say gladly that it is very successful. 

The book contains, besides its twelve pages of preface and introduction, 124 
pages of letter press, 21 pages of texts in autograph facsimile, and five handsome 
photo-lithographs of the Sargon stone of the Berlin Museum. Twenty-one texts 
are published in it, and so far as we can discover this difficult task has been 
exceedingly well done. During the past summer, while in the Berlin Museum, 
the present writer collated the entire Sargon stone with Peiser's copy, withont 
finding a single place where he would venture to offer any correction ; and this is 
a sufficiently long piece by which to judge that part of the book. 

After the transcription and translation there follows a succinct commentary, 
with pointed discussions of the various historical, archaeological and grammatical 
difficulties which present themselves in the tablets. 

Then follows the autograph facsimiles done by Dr. Ludwig Abel's skillful 
hand. This is, of course, well done, as is all of his work ; but we are not ready to 
admit that his method of writing, which he probably owes to Dr. Strassmaier, is 
the true one. That the heads of the wedges, as impressed in the clay, do point to 
the right and downwards, if strictly measured, we do not deny ; but we do deny 
that they look so. And just as no painter, in representing a horse in full gallop, 
would paint him as he appeared to a camera with an exposure of the fraction of a 
second, but rather as he appeared to the eye, so we maintain that, as the Assyrian 
scribe so held his tool as to give the head of the wedge an extension to the left 
as well as to the right, and upwards as well as downwards, we should in our 
copies represent it as the scribe has actually written it, not as he might have done 
it ; in other words, as it appears, not as theory says it ought to be. In this way, 
Delitzsch, Haupt, Briinnow, and others, have written. But of late there seems to 
have been a strong tendency towards Strassmaier's method. This is not to be 
wondered at ; for Strassmaier has done so much work and such thoroughly excel- 
lent work, that he could not fail to influence methods of writing, especially when 
he has such a strong argument to present. But besides the fact that the tablets 
actually look as we have said, this method of writing is much handsomer and 
easier to read. There has been no autographing of Assyrian texts more handsome 
than Haupt's Nimrod Epos, and none more legible than Briinnow's List. 

The real heart of Peiser's book for the historical student lies in the brief 
introduction, which, omitting the preface, only fills six pages. It aims simply to 
gather up the scattered opinions on historical questions that occur in the notes, 
and give them a clear and unified presentation. It is a good piece of work ; and 
while it is almost certain to be modified in small points by future study, it serves 
a very useful purpose to-day. 



Book Notices. 71 

To this book there must now be added a simple mention of Peiser's recent 
report to the Berlin Academy,* in which he shows that some of the contract tab- 
lets acquired by the British Museum, February 11th, 1884, belong to the same 
series as some in the collection of the Berlin Museum. These tablets begin in the 
year 570 B. C, during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, and continue, at intervals, to 
the year 487 B. C, in the reign of Darius, recording the various transactions of 
one family whose genealogical tree Peiser has constructed. It is indeed an im- 
portant work to have shown the relationship existing between the Berlin and 
London collections in this way, and we shall await with interest the publication 
of his new book, already promised, on Babylonische Vortrdge, etc. 

ROBEBT W. ROGEBS. 



KENNEDY'S INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL HEBREW.t 



The author is the translator of Ewald's Syntax; he is not the Kennedy 
(Archd R. S.) who has translated Nestle's Syriac Grammar and Delitzsch's Assyr- 
ian Grammar. The book is the outgrowth of work in the class-room. The mat- 
ter falls into four divisions : (1) Preliminary matter, including a discussion of the 
powers and classification of the consonants ; the Massoretic system ; inflectional 
vowel-changes; consonantal changes. (2) Introductory exercises, on the order of 
words in a sentence, the nature of the Hebrew language, word-accretion, suffixes, 
afformations and affixes, conjugations of verbs, Hebrew roots. (3) Part First, 
including pronouns, regular(?) verbs, nouns, conjugations, affixes to verbs. (4) 
Part Second, including irregular(?) verbs, additional remarks on the construct 
state, and segholate nouns, adverbs, interjections, conjugations, conditional sen- 
tences, the relative, circumstantial clauses. To this is added an appendix con- 
taining paradigms and vocabularies. The contents are presented thus minutely 
in order to show what the author understands to be a "progressive order." If 
this is order of any kind, we should be glad to know what confusion might be. 
That the results of this plan were satisfactory, we must believe, because of the 
author's assertion to this effect ; but surely if it were not for his assertion, one 
might well doubt the fact. 

Among other points of interest may be noted the following : (1) K > fl > ft i }7 
are called aspirates (with Ewald), not gutturals; ^ , J , T , ^ , t) , J") are muta- 



*"Die Zugehorigkeit der unter Nov., '84, 2-11, In British Museum registrirten Thontafel- 
sammlung zu den Thontafelsammlungen des koniglichen Museums zu Berlin" von Dr. F. E. 
Peiser. Sitzungsberichte der koniglich preussischen Akademie der Wissensohaften zu Berlin. 
Gesammtsitzung vom 35 Juli, 1889. xxxviii. 

+ Intboddotion to BiBLiOAL Hebbew, presenting graduated instruction in the language 
of the Old Testament, by James Kennedy, B. D., Acting Librarian in the New College, and one 
of the additional examiners in Divinity at the University, Edinburgh. London: Williams & 
Norgate. Pp. 234, xxx. 58. 



